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were attached to the soil, thus becoming real serfs of
their respective lords. It is well known that serfdom
was abolished by the Emperor Alexander II. in 1861,
so it lasted for only about 250 years in Russia; and
this is only true of Russia proper, for in Little Russia,
or the Ukraine, it was not introduced until the close
of the eighteenth century by the Empress Catherine IL,
and consequently lasted a little over a half-century.
The Dvorianstvo, whose cosmopolitan origin I have
just referred to, blended very quickly with the native
population of Russia. There were several reasons for
this rapid assimilation, the chief of which were the
total absence of caste prejudice among the Dvoriane,
who mixed readily with the common people of their
respective localities, and, in a general way, the great
absorbing force which the Russian nation has always
possessed. It may, therefore, be said that the Dvorianstvo
never had the character of a real aristocracy, but rather
constituted a class of servers of the State. There was
no title of nobility in ancient Russia except that of
Prince, preserved by courtesy for those belonging to
the branches of the reigning house, mediatized by the
Grand Princes of Moscow, like the Bariatinskys, the
Galitzines, Dolgoroukys, Gortchakoffs, and others; but
the title conferred no special privilege upon those who
bore it, and a great many of those descendants of Rurik
(still called at the present day by the generic name
of Rurikovitchi) soon became confounded with the
ordinary Dvoriane. A certain number of families
belonging to the Dvorianstvo were, it is true, distin-
guished above others and formed about the throne
a sort of oligarchy, whose members bore the title of
Boyards ; but, although in those families the son gener-
ally succeeded to his father's title, or rather dignity,
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